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Introduction 
 
The Ngāti Mutunga o Wharekauri Iwi Trust (“the Trust”) represents the collective interests of Ngāti 
Mutunga o Wharekauri (NMOW), and is a mandated iwi authority for the purposes of the 
Resource Management Act 1991 and the Māori Fisheries Act 2004. Although the Trust speaks for 
NMoW on a number of matters, the mana and decision-making powers remain with NMOW, 
according to NMOW tikanga/kawa. This then forms the basis for this submission from the Trust to 
the Chatham Islands Council (CIC). 
 
 
Our Purpose 

• To be the repository of the collective Tino Rangatiratanga of Ngati Mutunga O Wharekauri 
• To represent the collective interest of Ngati Mutunga O Wharekauri and be the legal 

representative of Ngati Mutunga O Wharekauri in relation to the collective interest 
• To make and pursue the settlement of claims on behalf and for the benefit of Ngati 

Mutunga O Wharekauri under the provisions of the Treaty of Waitangi Act 1975 
• To be the mandated iwi organisation for Ngati Mutunga O Wharekauri 

Benefit Provision  

To advance the social and cultural development of Ngati Mutunga o Wharekauri beneficiaries 
and distribute benefits directly or indirectly to beneficiaries, irrespective of where they may reside, 
when and where the Trust may decide. 

Tikanga  

To promote and preserve, protect and maintain the identity, mana, Tino Rangatiratanga, culture, 
history, traditions, arts and crafts, tikanga, reo, and taonga tuku iho of Ngati Mutunga o 
Wharekauri. 

Overview of Submission 

We have chosen to construct our response according to what matters most to us.  The process of 
consultation is one of the ‘absolutes’ in terms of our Maori worldview.  Accordingly, we start at 
section 8 and move back through the application (as we respond). 

Consent Renewal Features 

This submission is the Ngāti Mutunga o Wharekauri response to an application for a Resource 
Consent to upgrade the wharf at Rangiauria (Pitt Island).  The permit is for the purpose of: 

• Occupying the coastal marine are with wharf facilities and to establishing a sand trap structure 
and wave break structure 

• Discharge contaminants (stock effluent) to land in an manner that may result in that 
contaminant entering coastal water 

The consent application is for 35 years. 
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In addition 3 year consents to: 

• (under coastal permits) construct a wharf and associated works 
• (land use permits) upgrade earthworks associated with the wharf upgrade. 

The proposed location is Flower Pot Bay, Rangiauria 

Iwi Trust Response 

Site Control Measures (section 8.1) 

We note with some concern the wording that has been struck out at bullet point 4 and that new 
(and appropriate) wording shall be inserted by Susan Forbes of Hokotehi Moriori Trust.  We remind 
MWH that Ngāti Mutunga o Wharekauri are tangata whēnua (as with Moriori) on Rangiauria and 
Wharekauri.   

We are also concerned that the wording as put into the draft puts us on a collision course with our 
Moriori relations.  We have an excellent working relationship with our Moriori relations and know 
that would not be their intent.  We urge caution in the way you draft in relation to matters Moriori 
and Ngāti Mutunga. 

Accordingly, and in relation to the obligations spelt out in the RMA under section 6e, 7a and 8, we 
ask that you ensure any wording added in by Hokotehi Moriori Trust is first put through the Ngāti 
Mutunga o Wharekauri Iwi Trust.  We add that the Iwi Trust acts as a conduit to those of our Iwi 
who are experts in matters koiwi and other archaeological matters.  We will ensure that the 
appropriate responses are provided.   

Consultation Undertaken (section 7) 

Whilst we appreciate receiving the application, we remain committed to ‘kanohi-ki-te-kanohi’ 
consultation.   Good consultation requires that it be early, it is conducted in good faith, it is 
meaningful, it is ongoing, and that those seeking to consult with Maori are prepared to change 
their mind on the basis of sound reasoning provided by Iwi.   

We have a strong preference not to be consulted through the distribution of draft resource 
consent applications.  Rather, and consistent with our Iwi values, we require good face to face 
discussions. 

Rangiauria Whānau Consultation (section 7) 

We are pleased to note the extensive consultation that was undertaken with the whānau of 
Rangiauria.  Our whānau who are most impacted by projects must of course be given first 
opportunity to respond. 

As an Iwi Organisation we are determined to support our whānau in terms of their economic, 
social, and cultural aspirations.  Accordingly, our submission must not be seen in any way to run 
contrary to the collective aspirations of the people of Rangiauria.   
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The whānau of Rangiauria have outlined their various points to you (and summarised by you at 
page 21).  We wholeheartedly support the points raised, relief sought, and observations that were 
made to you.   

Effects on Heritage and Cultural Values (section 5.7) 

The people of Wharekauri and Rangiauria are  renowned the length of the country for the 
bountifulness of its koura, ika, me paua.  It is equally renowned for its generosity in providing these 
taonga. 

All iwi have an identity that makes them unique.  Ngā tamariki a Tangaroa is our identity.  The sea 
that surrounds Wharekauri and Rangiauria is ‘te pa a Tangaroa’.  Tangaroa provides for the 
wellbeing of all on the island.  

Any negative impact on fish stock on the island would not just be economic.  It would create an 
adverse impact on the identity of our people.  Our people take pride in the food they provide 
their manuhiri and their whānau.   

We are pleased to note your proposals to relocate ‘ngā tamariki a Tangaroa’ to ensure the 
continuation of kai-moana stock in that location.  We are perplexed at the proposal to use small 
explosive charges to keep fish clear and look forward to further explanation as to how that will 
work. 

We assume that the proposed alterations to the inshore coastal processes to mitigate littoral sand 
drift will not see further sand drift to the outer parts of Flower Pot bay.  We would be grateful 
clarification on this point. 

Other Effects (section 5) 

Transport infrastructure is of absolute concern to all Chatham Islanders.  Any improvements to our 
infrastructure have a net positive impact economically for all of us.  We expect the upgrade to 
the wharf, and the provision of the new barge, will enable both Rangiauria and Wharekauri to 
make better use of economies of scale in the purchase and transport of imported goods.   

Equally we expect to see better economies to flow from reduced uncertainty associated with the 
current condition of the wharf and state of the barge.  Any initiative that reduces uncertainty 
(and stock holding timeframes) can only be good. 

Chatham Islanders (ngā tangata o Wharekauri) have a pragmatic and down to earth approach 
to life on the island.  Inconvenience is a permanent state of being here (cost of imported goods, 
lack of infrastructure, taking of the island’s economic base through the QMS).  Thus small impacts 
visually, and with any works associated with the upgrade, do not overly concern the Iwi Trust.  So 
long as the people of Rangiauria are happy to bear with it, then we have no view to offer. 
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Waihere Bay Armour Rock Borrow Site (sections 3.2 / 2.12) 

 

The escarpment at Waihere is one of the key features of Rangiauria.  We note the proposal to 
take three basalt boulders to underpin the new breakwater.   

We note there is no site recovery plan proposed for the Waihere borrow site.  We would 
appreciate further detail in relation to the site and proposed mitigation of any visual and adverse 
land effects as a result of the proposed ‘borrow’. 

We also require no harm come to the akeake rākau that are adjacent to the proposed borrow 
site.  We would be grateful further detail on these trees will be protected.   

Conclusion 

The Trust thanks MWH NZ Limited and the Chatham Island Enterprise Trust for the opportunity to 
consider the resource consent application.  The Trust reiterates its commitment to sharing 
knowledge and resources for the long term benefit (and viability) of our island.  The Trust is not 
opposed to the application.   Rather, the Trust is concerned to ensure that any activities that 
identified are responded to with carefully thought through mitigation plans. 

Ngāti Mutunga o Wharekauri Iwi Trust welcomes the opportunity to discuss this proposal further 
with the applicant. 
 
Naku noa 

 
 
Ward Kamo 
Trust Secretary 
Ngāti Mutunga o Wharekauri Iwi Trust 
 


